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Swiss artist Roman Signer has described his art actions — many of which involve explosions and
destruction — as “momentary sculptures.” However, most people experience them only as video
documentation. In this sense, they are a species of filmmaking, and despite their undertones of
violence, they are thoroughly delightful.
The current survey at Young Projects presents 15 works that effortlessly blend narrative, slapstick and
existential poetry, all typically within the span of a few minutes. “Fass mit Kamera” (Barrel With
Camera), begins with a shot of a man looking down at us, blocking out the sun. Then there is a rush
of sky, then ground, sky and ground, blurring behind a water-splattered lens. The sequence is
beguiling, exhilarating, puzzling and then suddenly humorous as the view switches to a medium shot
of Signer placing a camera inside an oil drum and rolling it down a hill. One chuckles at the
revelation that such a simple gesture could create such big, mysterious images.
Other works are almost pure slapstick: Signer sits down at an outdoor easel and poises his brush to
start painting en plein air, only to be startled by an inexplicable explosion some yards behind him
that makes him jump, leaving a single black mark on the canvas. Short, sharp and hilarious, the piece
succinctly skewers the gentlemanly tradition of landscape painting with a literal “shock of the new.”
There are also works that allude to vaguely sociopolitical issues: a room full of toy helicopters lined
up in neat martial rows take off all at once, buzzing around maniacally like so many trapped flies. In
“Stuhl” (Chair), a mechanical winch twists a rope tied to a wooden chair, pulling it tighter and
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tighter, until it drags the chair across the floor and totally demolishes it. Darkly funny, it can be seen
as an allegory of the implacable forces of unbridled industry in which the chair stands in, as it so
often does in art, for the human body.
Some works strike a more existential,
Sisyphean tone. There’s the small truck filled
with barrels of water that Signer sends
careening down a U-shaped ramp, only to
topple over on itself, spilling its contents in a
great crash of utter futility. There’s also footage
of Signer sitting in a swivel chair, holding
sputtering toy rockets in each hand that don’t
quite provide the cartoon-like propulsion he
might have hoped for.
What’s refreshing about these works is that unlike other artists who place themselves in harm’s way,
Signer doesn’t seem to be interested in danger for its own sake. While clearly fascinated with
machines and pyrotechnics, he seems more taken with their comic, aesthetic or metaphoric qualities
than in presenting himself as a daredevil. In a sequence in which he triggers an explosion that
catapults his hat up from the street so he can catch it from a second floor window, he is careful to tie
himself to a pipe first to keep from falling. It’s a moment that easily could have been edited out of the
final video, but it provides a sober counterpoint to the fabricated danger in works like Yves Klein’s
1960 photomontage, “Leap Into the Void,” in which the artist appears to swan dive directly onto the
pavement.
In the end, while Signer may think of his works as momentary sculpture, they are, in their video form,
more like a poetics of experience in which fleeting ideas take form not as objects but as lived
phenomena of uncommon clarity.
-- Sharon Mizota
Young Projects, 8687 Melrose Ave., L.A., (323) 377-1102, through March 14. Closed Saturdays and
Sundays. www.youngprojectsgallery.com
Images: Top: Installation view, "Pro Tempore: 15 Momentary Sculptures by Roman Signer."
Credit: From Young Projects. Right: Still from "Bürostuhl," 2006. Credit: Roman Signer.
Twitter: @culturemonster
Facebook: culturemonster

More in: Art, Art review, Criticism, Critics
Choice, Galleries, Sharon Mizota, Video

Online Graphic Arts Class
Prepare For A Brighter Future Today Graphic Artists are In High Demand
www.StevensHenager.edu

ADS BY GOOGLE

101 Chinese Masterpieces
The most comprehensive Collection of Chinese Contemporary Art.
www.88mocca.com/Sigg-Collection

About the Reporters
Mike Boehm
Jori Finkel
Lisa Fung
Christopher Hawthorne
Reed Johnson
Christopher Knight
Charles McNulty
David Ng
Kelly Scott
Sherry Stern
Mark Swed

Recent News
Eiko and Koma's Cambodian adventure |
February 26, 2011, 12:15 pm »
Way less than six degrees of separation in the
cast of 'That Championship Season' revival |
February 26, 2011, 10:30 am »
Mission Art on View at Oakland Museum of
California | February 26, 2011, 8:30 am »
L.A. Master Chorale's Korean cantata/song
cycle/concerto | February 26, 2011, 8:30 am »
Painter Charles Garabedian--on opera |
February 26, 2011, 7:00 am »

Recent Comments
On: Mission Art on View at Oakland Museum of
California
When I was a kid I used to get dragged to
the various missions, especially when I was
in the fourth grade. The missions always had a
weird vibe and ...
-- Barada
On: Theater review: 'The Break of Noon' at
Geffen Playhouse
After the interesting opening monologue ,
the play becomes painfully monotonous .
Overall, it was so marginal that I kept wondering
during the play ...
-- David
On: Mission Art on View at Oakland Museum of
California

Verify your Comment

I am trying to find the velvet Elvis
paintings. ...
-- uncle_charlie

Previewing your Comment
@culturemonster/staff
Posted by: |
This is only a preview. Your comment has not yet been posted.
Post

Edit

Your comment could not be posted. Error type:
Your comment has been saved. Comments are moderated and will not appear until approved by the
author. Post another comment
The letters and numbers you entered did not match the image. Please try again.

lfung Nooooo!: Randy Cohen delivers
his final Ethicist column for NYT
magazine http://nyti.ms/eXBS4Z
#media
5 minutes ago · reply
KnightLAT Lovely interview with
first-rate painter Charles Garabedian,
87, whose retrospective is at Santa
Barbara Museum:
http://lat.ms/eoFkh3

http://lat.ms/eoFkh3
23 minutes ago · reply

As a final step before posting your comment, enter the letters and numbers you see in the image
below. This prevents automated programs from posting comments.

lfung Best and worst of the
Independent Spirit Awards [photos]
http://lat.ms/gW2HuA #Spirits
#IndieSpirits
10 hours ago · reply

Having trouble reading this image? View an alternate.

Continue

lfung They should be jailed...oh, wait
RT @anblanx: Authorities warn

Post a comment

advertisement

If you are under 13 years of age you may read this message board, but you may not participate.
Here are the full legal terms you agree to by using this comment form.
Comments are moderated, and will not appear until they've been approved.
If you have a TypeKey or TypePad account, please Sign In
Name:
E-mail Address:
URL:
Remember personal info?
Comments:

Categories
a noise within ahmanson theatre album
review american idol amy kaufman andrew
lloyd webber antiquities antonio villaraigosa

art

Preview

Post

Comments (0)

architecture architecture review
art
center college of design art fairs art review art
theft arts arts economy arts education asian
art atwater village theatre autry national
center awards ballet barack obama barnes
bergamot station berkeley repertory theater
blogs books boston court bowers museum
broad stage broadway business cabaret
calarts california african american museum
celebrities cerritos charles mcnulty charlotte
stoudt chris barton chris pasles christie's
christopher hawthorne christopher knight
christopher smith cirque du soleil classical

music

colburn school comedy criticism
critics choice culture watch culver city
galleries current affairs dance dance review
daryl h. miller david c. nichols david

mermelstein david ng david pagel
deaccessioning deborah vankin debra levine
disney concert hall downtown east west
players education eli broad esa-pekka
salonen f. kathleen foley facebook fashion
film ford amphitheatre fountain theatre fowler
museum frank gehry fundraising galleries
games gay and lesbian geffen playhouse getty
gifts glee government graffiti grand avenue
greg braxton gustavo dudamel hammer
museum holly myers hollywood bowl
huntington iphone irene lacher it speaks to
me james c. taylor jazz jazz bakery jazz
review jeffrey deitch jessica gelt john adams
john baldessari john horn jori finkel josef
woodard jukebox musical julie taymor karen
wada kcrw kennedy center kirk douglas
theatre kirk silsbee kodak theatre la jolla
playhouse la live lacma laguna playhouse las
vegas latino arts leah ollman lee margulies

lewis segal liesl bradner lisa fung london long
beach looted art los angeles ballet los angeles
chamber orchestra los angeles opera los
angeles philharmonic magazines mak center
marcia adair margaret gray mark swed mark
taper forum master chorale matthew erikson
metropolitan museum of art michael govan
mike boehm moca molaa monster mash
musee d'orsay museum of modern art
museums music music center music
review musicals national mall nea new
york news nokia theatre norton simon
obama obituary ocma off-broadway ojai
opera opera review orange county orange
county museum of art orange county
performing arts center oregon shakespeare
festival oscars pacific standard time pantages
theatre pasadena museum of california art
pasadena playhouse pasadena symphony and
pops patrick kevin day patrick pacheco
performance philanthropy philip brandes
photography placido domingo politics pop
culture preservation proposition 8 public art
radio randy lewis reading l.a. redcat reed
johnson religion review richard s. ginell rick
schultz robert mapplethorpe rubicon theatre
sachi cunningham san diego san diego
museum of art san francisco santa barbara
santa barbara museum of art santa monica
college santa monica museum of art scarlet
cheng science scott sandell segerstrom center
for the arts sfmoma shakespeare sharon
mizota shepard fairey sherry stern
smithsonian society sotheby's south coast
repertory southwest chamber music spiderman: turn off the dark sports starchitecture
stephen sondheim street art susan boyle
susan carpenter susan emerling susan josephs
susan king susan reiter suzanne muchnic
technology television the spotlight

theater

theater review tony awards
twitter ucla ucla live urbanism usc valley
performing arts center victoria looseleaf video
video games vietnam vitello's vocal music
watts towers web/tech weblogs westside yale
university art gallery youtube

Archives

February 2011

More from The Times
24 Frames

Afterword

All The Rage

Awards Tracker

Babylon & Beyond

Big Picture

Booster Shots

Brand X

Chatter

Company Town

Culture Monster

Daily Dish

Daily Mirror

Dodgers Blog

Fabulous Forum

Framework

Go Mobile

Greenspace

Hero Complex

Homicide Report

Jacket Copy

L.A. at Home

L.A. Now

L.A. Unleashed

La Plaza

Lakers

Ministry of Gossip

Money & Co.

Opinion L.A.

Outposts

PolitiCal

Politics Now

Pop & Hiss

Readers' Representative

Show Tracker

Technology

Top of the Ticket

Travel News & Deals

Varsity Times Insider

Get the Entertainment Newsletter
From screen to stage, music to art.
See a sample | Sign up

Horoscopes

LATMG Media Kit

LAT Events

About Us

Site Map

Contact Us | Help

Coastline Pilot | Daily Pilot | Huntington Beach Independent | Valley Sun | Burbank Leader | News Press | KTLA | Hoy | Brand X |
LA, Los Angeles Times Magazine | ZAP2it Baltimore Sun | Chicago Tribune | Daily Press | Hartford Courant | LA Times | Orlando Sentinel | Sun Sentinel |
The Morning Call
Terms of Service | Privacy Policy | Los Angeles Times, 202 West 1st Street, Los Angeles, California, 90012 | Copyright 2011
A Tribune Web site

